
Alliance Launches National Keep Us Connected Campaign (continued)
.--

By April of 2008, work was under 
way in the Public Policy Working 
Group to craft a clear message for the 
campaign and materials to support 
presentation of the Alliance public 
policy platform: "In summary, the 
ACM proposes a national policy of 
"community reinvestment" through 
Public, Educational, and Government 
access organizations which includes 
funds and bandwidth and/or spectrum 
that will be used for public purpos­
es ..." (See the sidebar, p. 41, for the 
full ACM National Policy Platform.) 

Registrants' visits take off 
By late spring 2008, as conference 
registrations came in, the regional 
chairs and the national office followed 
up to encourage the registrants to 
schedule Keep Us Connected meet­
ings with their elected officials. Paul 
LeValley of AIM coordinated visits 
and provided information to the 
national office. Rob McCausland kept 
a detailed list of conference registra­
tions and how they matched up with 
scheduled meetings on the Hill. The 
local planning committee received 
weekly snapshots of planned partici­
pation in Keep Us Connected, and 
worked to schedule registrants not yet 
signed up for visits. 

The PPWG worked hard under 
tight deadlines to create a packet to 

leave behind. Centers had the room 
to customize their packets, adding lo­
cal information and letters of support 
from community groups, individual 

producers and allies back home. 
Immediately after the conference, the 
PPWG and Board used the Announce 
LISTSERV to encourage Alliance 
members to continue the Keep Us 
Connected work via meetings with 
their in-district Congressional offices. 

Alliance members visit nearly 
100 offices 
So what do the results look like? 
Alliance members visited 35 Senate 
offices and 49 House offices, for a 
total of 84. That includes eleven visits 
with the offices of Senate Commerce 
Committee members and eight visits 
to members of the House Telecom 
Subcommittee, those who generate 
policy pertinent to PEG access and 
community media. 

We delivered the message to Sen­
ate and House offices representing 
communities in each of our eight Alli­
ance regions. On average, 16 percent 
of the Congressional delegations 
were reached within each region. The 
Northeast had the highest success 
rate-these centers met with 40 per­
cent of the Senators and Representa­
tives (or their staff) from that region. 

Alliance members visited 100 
percent of the Congressional delega­
tions in Wisconsin, New Hampshire, 
and Hawaii. Senator Inouye spent 
almost two hours with the delegation 
of youth from Hawaii, taking a great 
interest in their concerns. The youth 
were proud to represent their state 
and found the meeting very inspiring. 
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A group representing access issues 
nationally met with Senator Harry 
Reid's (D-NV) staff. The group in­
cluded Barbara Popovic, Nantz Rick­
ard of DCTV in Washington, D.C., 
Alan Bushong of CCTV in Salem, 
Oregon, and Bill Shickler, a longtime 
D.C. metro area producer. Sen. Rei-d 
is the Majority Leader of the Senate 
and has a primary role in how issues 
are addressed through the legislative 
process. Due to his role and his con­
cerns about PEG in his own state, it 
was important to give Senator Reid a 
broad overview of the problems facing 
PEG access around the country, pres­
ent the harms survey, and give some 
specific examples of harms, including 
problems facing PEG in Nevada. The 
staff spent almost an hour in a meet­
ing scheduled for 20 minutes, care­
fully exploring all aspects of the issues 
and the extent of the problem. 

The Jersey Access Group GAG) 
offers another example of the power 
of the Keep Us Connected cam­
paign. During the ACM conference, 
JAG members met with the office 
of Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ). 
Sen. Lautenberg's office asked for 
a follow-up meeting in-district, so 
JAG leaders issued a call to the 70 
municipal systems that make up their 
statewide coalition. Nineteen NJ 
centers responded with interest. The 
JAG members arrived at the meet­
ing armed with data and detailed 
examples of the harms experienced by 
various townships. 



~ n. Lam nberg's in-district staff 
wowed-they extended the half­

hour meeting to a 90-minute session. 
J G members educated them on 
ren critical issues, including "chan­
nel slamming" by one of the state's 
larger cable operators, and some cable 
op rators' unwillingness to provide 
interconnection among local systems. 
Later that day, one of the major cable 
operators also met with the Senator's 
office, and Sen. Lautenberg's staff was 
equipped to evaluate and question 
each of the operators' positions from 
an informed, confident stance. His 
office then initiated further investiga­
tion into the cases of harm presented 
by the]AG members. 

Moving into the fall, Alliance 
members took the Keep Us Con­
nected message to some of the public 
forums convened by the Democratic 
and Republican parties. Members of 
the ACM leadership initiated conver­
sations within both parties' platform 
committees. 

Visits lead to House 
Subcommittee Hearing on 
damage to PEG Access 
On September 17, Representative 
Serrano, Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Financial Services and General 
Government of the House Appropria­
tions Committee, convened a hearing 
on damage to Public, Educational 
and Governmental Access. Barbara 
Popovic of CAN TV and Michael 
Max Knobbe of BronxNet provided 

Keep Us Connected campaign plenary. 

expert testimony for the Alliance and 
members across the country. 

Alliance member work at the con­
vention was just the first step in our 
work with the Congress to enact the 
Alliance National Platform Statement 
into law. We continue that work on 
behalf of our communities as we build 
community through media all across 
America. -CMR 

Malkia K. Lydia is associate director of 
member services at DCTV/Public Access 
Corporation of Washington, D.C. 

SignifUant contributiom to this ar­
ticle wen made by Nantz Rickard, 
DCTVExecutive Director and Chair 
of the 2008 Conference Local Planning 
Committee; Rob McCausland, Alliance 
Director ofInfirmation and Organizing 
Services; and Rich Desimone, Chair of 
Regional Representatives ofthe Alliance 
National Board. 

Rika Welch speaking at the Keep Us 
Connected campaign plenary. 
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