


Sen. Lautenberg’s in-district staff
were wowed—they extended the half-
hour meeung to a 90-minute session.
JAG members educated them on
ren cridcal issues, including “chan-
nel slamming” by one of the state’s
larger cable operators, and some cable
operators’ unwillingness to provide
interconnection among local systems.
[Later that day, one of the major cable
operators also met with the Senator’s
office, and Sen. Lautenberg’s staff was
equipped to evaluate and question
each of the operators’ positions from
an informed, confident stance. His
office then initiated further investiga-
gon into the cases of harm presented
by the JAG members.

Moving into the fall, Alliance
members took the Keep Us Con-
nected message to some of the public
forums convened by the Democratic
and Republican parties. Members of
the ACM leadership initiated conver-
sations within both parties’ platform
committees.

Visits lead to House
Subcommittee Hearing on
damage to PEG Access

On September 17, Representative
Serrano, Chair of the Subcommittee
on Financial Services and General
Government of the House Appropria-
tions Committee, convened a hearing
on damage to Public, Educational
and Governmental Access. Barbara
Popovic of CAN TV and Michael
Max Knobbe of BronxNet provided
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Keep Us Connected campaign plenary.

expert testimony for the Alliance and
members across the country.

Alliance member work at the con-
vention was just the first step in our
work with the Congress to enact the
Alliance National Platform Statement
into law. We continue that work on
behalf of our communities as we build
community through media all across
America. ®CMR

Malkia K. Lydia is associate director of
member services at DCTV/Public Access
Corporation of Washington, D.C.

Significant contributions to this ar-

ticle were mmade by Nantz Rickard,
DCTV Executive Director and Chair
of the 2008 Conference Local Planning
Committee; Rob McCausland, Alliance
Director of Information and Organizing
Services; and Rich Desimone, Chair of
Regional Representatives of the Alliance
National Board.

Rika Welch speaking at the Keep Us
Connected campaign plenary.
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